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THE LETTER OF THE PRESIDENT,

The following is a correct copy of the Letter of
the President of the United States to the * Mass
Convention of the Unconditional Union Men of
the State of 1llinois,”” which met at Spricgfield in
that State yesterday, and a copy of which was
transmitted to the ** Mass Convention of the Young
Men of New York,” which also met yesterday at
Syracuse. The telegraphic copy of this letter,
which has been prematurely published in some of
the Northern journals, and also in one journal in
this city, contains, ss we are informed, many im-

portant errors:
ExecUuTIVE MANSION,

; Washington, August 26, 1563.
Hon. James C. CONKLING.

My DEar Sir: Your latter, inviting me to attend a
mass meeting of Unconditional Union men, to be beld at
the capital of Lllinois on the 34 day of September, bhas
been received. It would be very agreeable to me to thus
weet my old friends at my owa home, but I cannot just
uow be nbsent from thia city o long as thbe visit there
would require. The meeting is to be of all those who
waintain unconditional devotion to the Union, and I aw
sure my old political friends will thauk we for tendering,
a1 I do, the uation's gratitude to those other noble mwen
whom no partisan malice or partissn hope cun wake fulee
to the nation's life. 3

There are those who sre dissatisfied with me. To such
1 would say, You desire peace, and you blame wethat we
do ot Lave it : but how can we attain it 7 There are but
theee conceivabls waye: First, to suppress rebellion by
force of arms. This I am trying to do.  Are you for it/
If you are, 8o far we aro agreed.  If you are not for it, &
secoud way ia to give up the Union. T am sagninst this.
Are you forit? 1f you are, you should ssy eo plainly.
If you ure wot for force, vor yet for disselution, there ouly
remains some imaginary compromise. I do not believe
any compromise embraciog the maintenance of the Union
is now possible. Al T learn leads to s direetly opposite
belief. The strength of the rebellion is in its military—its
army. That srmy dowiostes wll the country sand all the
people within its raoge. Any offer of terms mude by sny
wan or men withio that raoge, o opposition to that army,
is »itaply nothing for the prescut, because such wan or
men bave no power whatever to enforce their side of a
compromise if one were made with thew. ,

To iliustrate. Suppose refugess from the South nod
peace men from the North get together in Convention and
frame and proclaim a compromise embraciog a restoration
of the Union, in what way can that cowpromise be used
to keep Lee's army out of Peonsylvania? Meade's army
can keep Lee's army out of Pevnsylvania, and I thivk can
ultimately drive it out of existence : but no paper compro-
wise to whick the controllers of Lee's arwy are vot egreed
can ut all affect that army. In an effort at sech eompro-
mise we shonld waste tima whieh the enewmy would im-
prove to our disadvantage, and that would be all. A com-
promise, (o ba effactive, must ba made either with thoee
who control the rebel army, or with the people first libe-
rated from the domination of that army by the successes
of our army. Now, allow me to agsure you that no word
or intimation from that rebel army, or from any of the
men controlling it, in relation to any peace compromive,
has ever come to my knowledge or beliel. All charges
and intimations to the contrary are deceptive and ground
less ; and I promise you that if any such proposition shall
bereafter come it shall not be rejected and kept a secret
from you. I fresly acknowledge wyielf Lhe servant of the
people mecording to the bond of servies—the United Staten
Constitutivn—and that as sueh I am responsible to thew.

But, to be plain, you sre diseatizfied with me sbout the
uegro.  Quite likely there is a difference of opinion be-
tween you and myself upon that subject. I certainly wish
that all wen could be free, while I suppose you do not;
yet I have ueither sdopted nor propused any measure
whieh is nut coneistant with even your view, provided yuu
are for the Union. 1 suggested compenzated emancipa-

tion, to which you replicd you wished not to be taxed to

buy negroes. But I had not asked you to be tazed to buy
negroes except in such way as to save you from greater
taxation to ssve the Union exclusively by other means.

You dislike the emancipation proclamation, and perhaps

you weuld have it retracted. You say it is uncopstitu-

tiensl. I think differently. I thick the Constitution In-
veats its Commacder-in-Chief with the law of war in time
of war. The most that can be said, if so mwuch, is that
slaves are property. Is there, has there ever been any
question that by the law of war property both of enemies
and friends may be taken wheo needed? And is if not
needed whenever tuking it helps ua or hurts the enemy !

Armies, the world cver, destroy enemies’ property when
they cannot use it, and even destroy their own to keep it
from the epemy. Civilized belligerents do all in their
power to help themselves or hurt the enemy, except n few

things regarded as barbarous or erusl. Among the excep-

t'ons are the massacre of vauquished foes nod non-com-
bataote, male and femsle. But the proclamation, as law,
either is valid or is not valid. If it ia pot valid it needs no
retraction. If it is valid it cannot be retracted any more
than the dead csn be brought tolife. Some of you profess
to think ite retraciion would operste favorably for the

Union. Why better after the retraction than before the
issue ! Thare was more than s year and a half of trial to
suppress the rebellion before the proclamation issued ; the
inat ove hundred days of which parsed under an explieit
notioce that it was coming unless averted by those io revolt
returuing to their alleginnes. The war has certamnly pro-
gressed aa favorably for us since the issus of the proclsms-
tion sa before. I koow, aa fully as one csn kuow the
opivions of others, that sowme of the commauders of our
armies in the fisld, who bave given us our wost impor‘ant
successes, believe the emancipation policy nnd the use of
colored troops constitute the heaviest blow yet dealt to
the rebellion, and that at least one of (Lose important sue-
eeanes could not have been achieved when it was but for
the wid of black soldiers. Awmong the commanders holding
these views are some who have pever had soy affioity with
what is ealled Abolitionism, or with Republican party
politios, but who bold them purely us wilitary opinivos. 1
sabmit these opinions as being entitled to spme weight
againat the objections often urged that emancipation and
arming the blacks sre unwise as wilitary messires, sud
ware vot adopted as such in good faith.

You say you will not ﬂghl to free vegroes. Some of
them seem willing to fight for you. But no watter ; fight
you then exclusively to save the Union. 1 issued the pro-
clamation on purpose to sid you o saving the Union,
Whenever yon shall bave conquered all resistanes to the
Ooion, if T stall urge yon to contioue fighting, 1t will be
an apt time then for you to deelare you will not fight to
free negroes. 1 thought that in your struggle for the

Union, to whatever exteut the negroos should cense help- ¢

ing the enemy, to that extent it wenkened the enemy in
ais resistance to you. Do you think differently 7 I
thought that whatever negroes cau be got to do as soldiers,
.eaves just #o much less for white suldiers to do in saving
the Union. Does it appear otherwise to you! But ne-
groes, like other people, act upon motives.  Why should
they do apy thing for us if we will do nothing for them 1
If they stake their lives for us, they must be prompted by
the strorgest motive, even the promise of feeedom, And
the promise, being made, must be kept

The sigon look better, The Father of Waters again
qoes unvexed to the sea; thanka to the great Northwest
for it. Nor yet wholly to them. Three hundred miles up
they met New Eogland, Empire, Keystone, and Jersey,
arwing their way right and left. Tiae sunny South, too,
i more colors than one, aleo lent & hand.  On the spot,
their part of the history was jotted down in black and
white. The job was a great national one, snd let noue be

sulted to non combatants from the bombardment of the
eity:

tery wargiue they have beon presaut i ool culy on the deep
wus, the broad bay, and the rapid river, but slso up the
parrow. wuddy bayou, and wherever the ground was a
little damp they bave been sud wade their tracks. ‘T'hanks
to all fur the great Republic, for the prineiple it lives by
sud keeps alive—for wan's vast future—thanks to all.
Peace does uot sppear so distant as it did. 1 hope it
will come soon, snd come to stay, and so come as to be
worth the keeping in all future time. It will then have
been proved that emong free men there ean be no success:
tul appeal from the ballot to the bullet, and that they who
take such appeal sre sure to lose their case snd pay
‘he cost.  And then there will be some black men who
cnn remewmber that with silent tongue and clenched teetb,
and steady eye and well-poised bayonet, they have helped
mavkind on to this great consummation : while I fear there
will be some white ones unable to forget that with malig-
nant heart and deceitful speech they have strove to binder
it. Still let us not be over-sanguine of & speedy fioal tri-
umph. Let us be quite sober. Let us diligently apply the
menns, never doubting that & just God, in His own good
time, will give us the rightful result.

Yours, very truly,

GEN. GILLMORE TO GEN. BEAUREGARD.

A. LINCOLN.

The fullowing is & copy of the reply which was made
by Gen. GILLMORE to the letter of Gen. BEAUREGARD,
protesting agaiost the bombardment of Charleston, which
wae published in the Intelligeocer of the 31st ultimo. This
letter properly pluces upon the commander of the rebel
furces the responeibility for any harm that might have re-

DEPARTMENT OF THE S0UTH,
Headyuarters in the Field, Morris Island, § C.
August 22—9 P, M.
Sir: I have the honor to scknowledge the receipt of
your enmmuniestion of this date, complaining that one of
my battaries has opened upen the city of Charleston, and
thrown & number of heavy rifls shells into that city, the
inhabitaxts of which, of course, were aeleep and un-
armed
My letter to you dewsnding the surrender of Fort Bum-
ter and Morria lsland, and thmmninz, in default thereof,
to open fire upon Charleston, was delivered near Fort
Wagner at 1115 o'clock A. M. on the 21st instant, and
should bave arrived at your beadquarters in time to have
perontted your answer to resch we within the limit as-
vigned, nawely, four hours,
The faet that you wera absent from your headquarters
at the time of its arcival may be regarded as an unfortu-
nate circumetance for the eity of Charleston, but it is one
for which I elearly am not responsible. This letter bore
date at my beadquarters, and wns officially delivered by
au officer of my stufl, The inadvertant omission of my
signature doubtless aflords ground for special pleading,
but it is not the argument of a covymander solicitous only
for the enfety of eleeping women snd children and un-
armed men. -
Your threats of retaliation for sets of mine, which you
do not allege to be in violation of civilized warfare, except
as regards the length of time allowed as notice of my in-
tentions, are passed by without comment. I will, however,
eall your attention to the well eatablished principle that
the commander of & place attacked, but not invested, hav-
ing ite avenues of escape open and practicable, bhas uo
right to expeet auy notice of sun intended bombardment
other than that which is given by the threatening attitude
of his adversary. KEven had this letter not been written,
the eity of Charleston has bad, according to your own
computation, forly days' notiee of her daoger. During
that time my attack upon her defences has steadily pro-
gressed. The ultimate object of that attack has at no
tima been doubtful.
It, under the circumstances, the life of a single non-
combatant is exposed to peril by the bombardment of the
city the responeibility rests with those who bave first
fuiled to apprize the non-combatante, or secure the safety
of the city, sitér baving held control of all its approaches
fur & period of nearly two years and & half,in the presence
of & threatening foree, nnd who afterwards refused to accept
the terme upon which the bombardment might bave been
postponed.  From various sources, official and otherwise,
I am led to believe that most of the women and children
of Charleston were long einee removed from the eity.
But upon your assursnee that the city in still full of them,
I shall suspesd the bombardmest until 11 o’clock P, M.
to-worrow, thus giving you two days from the time you
scknowledged to bave received my communication of the
21st inatant.
Very respectiully, your obedient servant,
- Q. A. GILLMORE,
Brigadier General Commanding.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
Cow’g Confederate States forces, Charleston, 8. €.

The British auvd Spanish Consuls, it is stated, respec-
tively addressed Gen. Gillmore on beba!f of the subjects of
their countrirs in Charleston, snd he chearfuilly suspended
the bombardment for twenty-four hours, to give them time
to leave the city. Notbing was further, he says, from his
wish than to endanger their lives or property. His letter
to the Spapish Consul was publisbed in the Iantelligencer

of yesterday.
OFFICIAL REPORTS OF LATE CAPTURES.

It was asnouneed in our eolumns two or three days ago
that the United States stesmer De Soto, Capt. Wa, M.
WALKER, had eaptured two more prizes in the Gulf of
Mexico and sent them into Key West. The De Soto,
sinee the 24th of April last, bas eaptured four steamers
and eight schooners, all laden wi'h valusble cargoes. The
fullowing sre Capt. Walker's official reports of his latest
onptures:
UsiTep STATEn STEAMER DE SoTo,
Gulf of Mexico, August 16, 1863,

Sir: I have the bonor to inform you that I bave this
dny seized, fur violation of the blockede, the steamer Alies
Vivian, 8. W. Abels, master, who repre:ented that the
steamer was from Mobile, laden with eotton and bound to
Havapa, On demanding her papers her master stated
that be had none, and, in reply to my inquiry, admitted
that he had thrown them overboard. I have ordered the
Alies Vivian to Koy West for adjudication.

I am, sir, ver{‘raupﬂulmlly. your obedient servant,

/s, M. WaLKen, Captain U. 5. Navy.
Heon. GipEoN WELLES, Becretary of the Navy.

UsiTen BraTes STeamer DE SoTo,
Gulf of Mexico, August 17, 1563

Stk : I bave the honor to inform you that 1 have this
day, in lat. 20 45, long. 56 40, seized, for an attempted
violation of the blockade proelnimed and instituted by the
President of the United States, the stenmer Nita, George
Blakesley, master, who representad that the steamer was
frow Havans, 13th iostant, Inden with provisions and medi-
cines, and bound into Mobile. On demnnding her papers
ber mnater stated be had none, and, in reply to my inyniry,
ndwitted that he had destroyed them. 1 have ordered the
Nita to Key West for adjudie Jdion.

I 8w, nir, very respectiully, your obedient servant,

W. M. WarLkenr, Captain 1. 8, Navy.

Hou Ginkox WELLES, Seeretary of the Navy,

UsiTep 8TaTeEs Smir De 8oro,
Gulf of Merico, August 22, 1863,

Sir: Oa the day of the capture of the Confederats
wteamer Alice Viviau a falling barometer and the threat-
ening nepect of the weagber, together with n consideration
ol the reanon of the year, all admonished me to send the
prize into port with the least delay ; therefors, st the time
of separation from her, 1 had not had time to ascertain the
charncter of the passengers Lrans'erred from her to this
ship.  Upon examioation I find that among these men are
severnl of the “ stafl ' of ' Gen. Slsughter, C. 8. Army.

I am inlormed that Gen. Slaughter had embarked on
bunrd the stenmer with all his ' staff,” but that a few
liours previous to leaving Mobile Bay be returned to the |
city, secompaniad by Capt, Aldrich, of hin stafl, and per-
baps others, whether' with the intention of rejoining the
steser I could not learn. But from the fuet that the
baggags of Capt. Aldrich and others had been leit on
board, it i« probable that sueh had been his intention.

The destination of Gen Slaughter is Texas, whither he
wan going to raive & brigade.  On my arrival at Key West |
to-murrow, probably | shall suggest that the baggage and
papers belonging to thess officers be submitted to the
sorutiny of Gen. Woodbury
I nn, very respeotiully, your obedient servant,

/M. WALKER, Captain U, 8. Navy.
Hon. Gioeos WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,

VOTING IN THE ARMY,

The following ** Genernl Order No. 296" from the War
Department, recognising the right of suffrage to Minne-
sota woldiers under an ennctment of their State, han just
been published :

Wan DerapTvesT,
Adjutant General's Office, Washington,
August 31, 1260,

General Orders No, 205.—RBy an aet of the Legislature
of the Siate of Minnesots, approved September 27, 15964,
the right to vots for certain State officers e given to
voluntesrs or soldiers from that State in the military eer-
vice of the United States, and provision is made for the

banoed who bore an honorable part io it. While those
who have cleared the great river may well be proud, even
that is not all. It is bard to say that any thing has been
more bravely and well done than at Antietau, Murfrees.
boro, Gettysburg, and oo many fields of Jesser note. Nor

appointweat of commissioners to the regimenta of Minne-
sots voluuteors for the purpose of earrying out this net,
It in hereby ordered that all sueh duly nceredited com-
misaloners from Minpesota be furnished with proper facili-
tien for visiting the volunteers from that State, and al-
lowed necens to them for the purpose indieated.

By order of the Secretary of War :

THE PEACE QUESTION.

COREESPONDENCE BETWEEN PRESIDENI
LINCOLN AND Hox. FERNANDO WOOD.,

The New York journals of yesterday contain
the subjoined correspondence, which took place in
December lest between President Linconn and
the Hon. FErNANDO Woob, of New York, rclative
to an alleged disposition of the Seceded States to
lay down their arms and resume their duties io the
Union, on the condition that & general amnesty
should be granted by the President of the United
Btates. As this proposition has, within the past
seven or eight months, been repeatedly alluded to
in the public prints, and also we believe in the
debates of Congress, we place the entire correspon-
dence before our readers, in order that they may
be enabled to understand the true nature of a pro-
position which has been variously deseribed, ae-
cording to the political predilections or the party
bias of those wEo have had occasion to refer to
it. The President's letter, it appears to us, was
under the circumstances altogether proper.

Mr. Woed to President Lincoln.

; New Youk, DECEMBER 8, 1862,
Hon. ABRAHAM LiNcoLN, President of the United States.
DeaRr Sin: On the 25th of November last T was ad-
vised by an suthority, which I deemed likely to be well
informed as well as reliable and truthful, that the South-
ern States would send Representatives to the next Congress,

them to do so. No guarantes or terms were nsked for
otber than the amnesty referred to. Deeming this mfnf-
mation of greatvalue if well founded, T communicated it
in substance to the Hon. Qeorge Opdyke, the Mayor of
this eity, whom I knew to hold confidential relutions to
members of your Administration, and proposing, through
him, that if the Government would permit the correspon-
dence, under its own inspection, I would undertake to pro-
cure sumething definite and positive from persons eonnect-
ed with the so-called Confederate authorities. Mr, (‘)pd,-ka
stated in reply that several Senators from New England
States were then in this city on their way to Washiogton,
to whom he would at once communieats the proposition,
and advise me of the answer., Kuowing that these gentle-
man wera your friends, and supposing that they would‘nn-
medistely confer with you on their arrival at the capital,
and supposing that I should he speedily informed of the re-
sult, I have delayed until now making & communication
direet to you. : f

1 now learn, however, from Mr. Opdyke this day, that he
failed to see these Senators when in New York, and that
he bad not made the proposition, and that therefore you
are not in possession of it as eoming from mysel( ;
As an humble but loyal eitizen, deeply w_.;pruned with
the great nacessity of restoring the Union of these States,
I ask your immediate attention to this subject. The mag-
nitude of the interests at atake warrant some executive
action predicated upon this information. if it bo only to
ascertain if it be grounded upon aven probuble foundaton.
If it sha'l prove groundless no barm shall have heen done,
provided the inquiry be made, aa it can be, without cem-
prowising the Governmeut or injury to tha csuse in which
it is now engaged. If, however, it shall prove well
founded, there is no estimats too hgh to plaee upon ite
nationsl value.

Now, therefora, Mr. President, I suggest that gealle-
men whose former political and soeml relationa with the
leaders of the Southern revolt may bo allowed to hold un-
official correspondence with them on thia subject—the
correspondence to be submitted to you It may be thus
ascertained wbat, if avy, credence may be given to these
statements, and also whether 8 peaceful sclution of the
prosent struggle may not be attainable. 1am eure nothing
that T enn ssy can add to your own well known desire to
produce this result. Your exalted position, the embar-
rassments and responsibilities which surround you upon
all sides, the bleedit g eondition of the eountry, becoming
exhausted, not only ia the impoverishment of its best life
blood, of industrial production, but in the deterioration
and consequent destiuction of our political institutione—
all eall upon you, as our chief ruler, to take one step upon
the road of peaceful effurt, by which to sscertain whether
the time has not arrived when other methods fhan bruta
fighting may not accom plish what military foree has failed
to do. .

1o the origin of this struggle, you foresaw that such
time would come. Your inaugural address, deliversd
near two years ago, pointed out with prophetic vision the
certain results of the mpending eontlict of arms,  Your
language then wae, ** Suppose yuu go to war, you cannot
fight nlways, and when, siter much foss on both sides, and
no gain on either, you cease fighting, the identical gues-
tions as to terms of intercuurse wre agaio upou you.” You
saw that after a bloody and tersible stiuggle * the still
small voice of reason” would intervene and settle the con-
troversy. You know that eince the establishment of
Christisn eivilization negotiation and compromise have,
sooner or later, determined every wilitary contest. It can-
not be otherwise here. Has not the time arrived when,

at least long enough to ascertain whéther * the identieal
questions” about which we begsn the fight way not be
amicably and hovorably a-justed, and the * terme of mter-
course” be vnce more paucesbly established? Tt is to this
end that I now address you—with confidenes in you- pa-
triotism, and with no desire to interfere with your legiti-
mate constitutional prerogatives,
I am, with high respect, yours very tra'y,
FERNANDO WOOD.

President Lincoln to Mr. Wood.
ExeruTive MANSION,
Washington, December 12, 1562,
Hon. FErNANDO WooD.
My Dear Sir: Your letter of the Sth, with the accom-
panying note of same date, was received yeaterday.
The most important paragraph in the letter, as I con-
sider, is in these words: “ On the 25th of Nevember last
1 was advised by an authority which I deemed likely to be
well informed as well as rehiable and truthful, that the
Soutbern Btates would send representatives to the next
Congress, provided that a full and general amnesty skould
permit them to do so. No gunrantee or terms were asked
for other thin the amnesty referred to."
I stroogly suspect your iuformation will prove to be
groundless ; nevertheless, 1 thank you for communienting
it to me. Understanding the phrase in the paragraph above
quoted—'* the Bouthern Statrs would send representatives
to the next Congress''- -t he substantially the same as
that * the people of the Southern States would cease re-
sistance, and would reiunugurate, submit to, and maintain
the national authority withio the limits of such States, un-
der the Constitution of the United States.” I say that in
such case the war would conne on the part of the United
States ; and that il within n rensouable time * & full aund
general amnesty” wers neccseary to such end, it would
not be withheld.
1 do not think it would be proper now to communicate
this, formally or informally, to the people of the Bouthern
States. My belief is that they already know it; and when
they choosa, if ever, they ean communieals with mo une.
quivoeally. Nor do 1 think it proper now to suepend mili
tary vperations to try any experiment of negotistion.
I shculd neverthelesa receive, with great plessure, the
exact isformation you now have, and slso such other as
you may in any way obtain. Such information might be
more valuable bafore the 1t of January than atterward.
While thers ia nothing in tiis letter which I shall dread
to see in history, it is, perhaps, better for the present that
ita existence should not become public. T th refore have
to requeat that you will regard it s confidential

Yonr obadient servant,
A LINCOLN

——

Mr. Wood to President Lincoln

New York, DecEMBER 15, 1862,
Hix Exceliency ABRANAM LiNCOLN,
My Drar Sir: Your letter of the 12th instant wae
handed to me on the afternoon of the 1Gth instant by Mr.
Wakemnn, the Postmaster of this city.
Pardon me, Mr. President, when I say that your reply
has filled me with profound regret. 1t declines what T
had eonceived to be an innoeent effurt to mseartan the
foundation for information in my possession of s deaire in
the South to return to the Union. 1t thus appears to be
an indieation on your part to con'ivus s policy whieh, in
my judgment, is not only unwise, but, in the opinion of
many, is in confliet with the constitutionsl suthority veat-
ed in the Federal Governmen'.
I think, however, that my proposition is in keeping with
your own expressed conditions upon which the war ahall

cense.  You say that ** when the people of the Bouthern
Htates would eense resintance, and would reinnugurste
submit to, and maintain the national authority within the
limita of such States under the Constitution of the United
States, that in such cano the war would cense on the part

wust Ugele Sam's yob feet be forgotten. At all the wa

E D. Townsesn, A A G,

of the  nited States.”

provided that a full and geueral amnesty should perwit |

to quote your own language, we shou'd ©* cense figh'ing,” |

Adwitting this pusition ss corecet, you will aee that ns s
gcondition preeedent Lo guch submission the opportun Ly to
do so must be aff rded. It cannol be o.-nrtch that the
Bouthern people will conse remstance, so B we pro
clavm our lutentiou to destroy their lueal inestitutions, their
property, und their lives, and aceompany the declaration
with correspoudiog legislative, executive, social, aud politi-
el aotion. They cannot cease resisbance, and reioaugn-
rate, submt to, and maintain the Federal suthority, it we
will wot let them slone lung euough to doso. If they
roally desire aequiescence, aod are willing to send dels.
gates to the next Coogress, ns [ am advised, how can they
do s0 without the opportunity, sud without some intinia-
tions or guarantees ns to the reception of their represen-
tatives st Washington? The sot of rending representatives
to Congress is within iteelf a full complisnce with your
own conditions. If thus rapresented by their own selected
sgents, chesen under the forws aud in pursuance of their
own local State lawe governing such elections, they will
compose an iutegral portion of the Government, and thus
give the sssurance of an ** soquisseencs and submission’ of
the very highest sud most sut:sfactory character.
My reepectful suggestion was that you should put it io
their power to take this course. It would require a siwn-
ple proelamation ot senunl smnesty, to be qushified, if you
please, by such conditions ns to render it void in case of
non-compliance within a limited period. You have estab-
lished & precedent for this mide of speaking to those peo-
lo. Your Emancipation Proclamation told of puvishment
t another be issued, epoaking the langusge of mercy and
hireathiog the spirit of copoiliaticn.
The painful events which have oceurred sinee my com-
munication of the Sth instant but embolden me to rensw
its suggestions. I hope you will now no looger refuse ““ to
suspend military operations to try an experiment of nego-
tintion." I feel that military operations so bloody and
exhnusting as ours must soonsr or later be suspended
I'he day of suspension must come. The only question is,
whether it shall be before the whola American people,
North and South, shall be involved in geuvers! ruin, or
whether it aha'l be whilst 1here is remaining sufficient of

onee happy, prosperous, and peaceful Ameriean Union.
In compliance with your request that your letter shall
not for the present become public, I shall withbold its
publieation at this time.
With bigh regard, yours, &e.

FERNANDO WCOD.

ANOTHER MASSACRE BY NEGRO SOLDIERS.

From the St. Louis Republican.
We have unquestionable authority for the truth of the
statement below, horrible aa it may seem to those who call
ours the nge of christianity aud eivilization. Wo give it in
the words of the writer :
“ On Tuesday night, the 25th ultimo, & party of thirly-
eight negro soldiers murdered nine peaceabls citiz s in
eold blood. The facts are as follows, uod were related £)
me by Mr. A. M. Gwin, 8 planter residiog at Brunswick
Poing, Missiseippi :
* 1 he party of negroea got to the Hill place about sle-
ven o'clock at night nnd srrested Mr. Sims and Mr. Il
They took them with them and proceeded to Mr. Fore's,
arriving there at eun-up; arvested him and started up Deer
Creek. When s short distance above Mr. Fore s plice
the prisoners were ordered to stand on the side of the
road. When Mr. Fore saw they were to ba shot he sprang
wto the cune ; at the same instant the prisoners were fired
upon. Mr, Simas aud Mr, Hill fell dead Mr, Fore was
shot through the shoulder. They proceeded up the ereck
to Mr. Clark’s place and killed him at his bouse.  They
next went to Mr Jobnson's and kolled bhim io the prescnce
of his wife They next shot Mr. Chaney. They then re-
turned down the creek. The negro in charge of the squad
o;'derad that nothing should be taken from any of the
places.
** Mr. Fore made his way, in great suffering, to the river.
A pegro man from the Hunt plantation gave the inferuwn-
tion of what oecurred after Mr. Fore made his eascape.
“Tpe wives of the murdered men are st their ﬂ(bmas
unprotected. Four more were mordered by the sane
party before they urrived at Hili'sa plantation, on their
way up. Their pames I did not learn. All the negroes
were in full aniform and srmed with muskets, and pistols
in their belts.

empties intoYuzoo river at Haines 8 Blufl”

SPEECH BY GOY. SBEYMOUR.

the recuperative element of hfe by which to restore our |.

* Deer Creek is in Issaquena county, Mississippi, and |

I'HE DEMOCRACY OF MASSACHUSETTS.

The Damocratic State Counvenlion of Massachuselts,
which was beld st Worcester on U'bureday, the 3d instant,
was one of the largest Conventions ever held in that Btate.
The sumber of towos represonted was 267, and the num-
ber of delegntes 1,520 T'he Conveution was not composed
of Democrats exelusively, in the strict party sease of the
term, but also of such old-live Whigs nud conservatives as
were willing to co-operate with them in efforts for the re-
storation of the Union on the basis of the Constitution,
Speeches were wade by the oo, Josish G. Abbott, Dr.
George B. Loring, Hon. R. 8. Spofford, Gen. Whitoey,
Hon Henry W. Paive, and others,

The Hon, Hesny W, PAINE, who was nominsted for
Governor, is an eld-live Webster Whig, and & man of ex
cellent reputation for mbility and integrity. The other
candidates are—for Lieutenant Governor, THomAS F.
PLUKKETT; for Recretsry uf State, F. O. Prixce; for
Tressurer and Receiver Geueral, NaATHAN CLARK ; for
Attorney General, THEODORE H, BWEETSER, and for Au-
ditor, Moses BATES.

Four delrgates were slected to the National Convention,
viz: Judge Abbott,of Buston, E. DD Beach, of Springfield,
Leaae Davis, of Worcester, and J. D. Thompson, of New
Bedford. The alternates chosen are Oliver Btevens, of
Boston, George W. Bentley, of Worcester, D. N. Carpen-
ter, of Greenfield, and Charles Heebner, of Lee.

A long series of resolutions was adopted, which we copy
at largs. As they were read to the Conveution they elici-
ted the warmest applause— arresting several times the
chairwan of the committee as he was reading them ; sod
the vote by which they were passed was unanimous.

RESOLUTIONS.

Resolood, That the great duty of every citizen of the
United Btates 1a to sustain the National Governmeut, and
a3 cilizens, not partisans, ever mindful that although ad-
miuistiations of the government are trausitory, the Gov
ernment itself is psrmanent, and was intended by its
fuunders to endure forever, we adopt, as expressing at
once our duly and our determination, the langusge of An-

rebellion on one side, and on the other by unconstitutional
acts of Congress and siartling usurpations of power by
the Exreutive; the Dewmocracy are equally opposed to
both—they will meel the one with the lwnr(r and the
other by the ballot,

Resulved, That in the imperilled eondition of our conn-
try the Demoorats of Mussachusetts, baving ever been
true to the Upion, luysl to the Governmeut, faithful to the
Constitution, obedient to the Jaws, and watebful of the
liberties of the people, solemuly declare that the para-
mount ohjects of their politicsl netion shall be to restore
the Union as our fathers framed it, to maintain and abide
by in all truth and fidelity the Federal Constitution, to
preserve the reserved righta of the several Siates, the
unity of ths nation and the liberties of the people, and to
secure throughout the length and breadth of our country
an honorab'e, fraternal, nod permanent peace.

Resoleed, That we implore all loyal men to eonsider the
manifold dangérs that threaten our pation, our form of
government, nnd our liberties, through Executive usurpa-
tions, Codgressional evactments, disregard of judieial pro-
cosses and decisions by Foderal officers, the subordination
of eivil to military tribuoals, arbitrary arrests, refusals of
those in power to grant trials by jury, euspension of the
writ ol habess corpus, arbitrary banishment of citizens for
the expression of opinion, and the efforts to eontrol, on the
part o¢ the Administration, by threats aud fores, the grest
safeguard of the people—Lhe ballnt-bux—and sincerely in-
voke them to lay aside all old differences, and, meeting us
on & common phtform, aid aud asist usin our efforts to
restore the Union, waintuin the Conatitution, praserve the
iherties of the people and the ucity of the nation, and se-
cure the blessedoess of an honorable A

Resoleed, That we are opposed to the dootrine of seces-
sion as futal to our national unity ; that we ara opposed to
all interference on the part of the National Government
or its ¢ flicers with the loeal snd domesiic affsira of the
several States ; and we are opposed to all interference by
the citizens of one State with the domestic aflairs of any

Gov. Seymour is on & viait to bis home in Utica, and on
Mouday evening made a brief address to tha people.
a report of it which sppears in the Utica Courier we copy
the following passages :

* He returned when thoss befura bim were sflected by
| & question of deap interest to them all—he slluded to the
| eonseription net.  He shonld not mar the oecasion by say-
g any thing to wound suy present who differed from him
in political opinion. He oounselled that, however much

actments, they should never al

siuns to earry them beyond the point where they would ba
| obedient to the laws. They must remember that when
law was violated their best interests were violated. Law
proteots us always. It is that which gives us eecurity in

manifest respect for it. If the conseription bears harelly
on the people let us alleviate the hardabips thrust ypon
them, vot by violenes, but by kind sets and wutual aid.
Expressing his gratification that the Supervisors in Oneida
county were abuut meeting to consider the subject of aid-
ing those on whom the dratt falis heavily, be said he was
quite sure that whatever might be men's ditferences about
the conseription law, they wou'd all unite in such benefi. |
ceut messures a8 would save from sufferiog those who
cou'd ill bear the burden laid upon them.

“There were other things to which ke would wish to
allude, but he could not allude to jarriog questions,
would tell them this agrin—Ilet them not put themealves
in opposition to law. Thers are remedies st (he polls and
in the courts, Every officer—l«gislutive, executive, or
judicinl—ia subject to the laws, and soma time, sooner or
Inter, to the decsione at the polls. The Laws and Consti-
tution are ample to right all wrongs, and thera is o reme-
dy for injustice in nete of disorder; disorder sand revolu.
tion secure no rights, but ereate new wrongs, He alluded
to this subject bacause party passions ran higher than be-
fore, and we are in davger of losing faith in our instity-
tione.  We must look to the judiciary and to the ballot
box, and spon all will be well.-

* The clouds over our country are dark ; sufferings press
héavily upon us; wmany have dark forebodings as they lnok
sbout them and begin to study the future, but the Gover-
nor suid it was not so with him. He had thought pain-
fully and earefully upon the perils of the country, nud been
nided by eorrespondence from all parts of the country, and
he was now confident that we would be ones more a uni-
ted and hwppy people, with a restored Union, with the
rights «f Btates reapected, and that in little time Awmeri-
can homes would be again saved from invasion and out-
rage, | Cheers.]"

NEGROES NOT ENROLLED IN KENTIUCKY.

Kentucky has a State Jaw which forbide the recognition
of blacks ae citizena by makiog soldiers of them. Henes,
when it was proposed to enroll blacks as well as whites
for the consoription, & strong protest was sent np by the
Union men of the Stata, 1t eeems to have been effectual.
A correspondent of the Cincinnati Gazstte suys :
It in n curious ilustration of the tenacity with whick
old prejudices still maintain their swny, that tne Ken
lucky nuthorities have persisted in opporiog the enroll.
ment of free negroes in this State, under the conseription
law, Ll they biave probably succeeded in carcying their
oint.

“The whole matter waa at best of the moat trifling di-

mensions ; not more than thres to five hundred free ne-
groes in the Biate were liable to deaft, and of theee pro-
bably fifty to seventy-five would have been drafted. The
recruiting officers any they lost quadrnple that number of
volunteers in & fortnight, during the execitement on the
subjeat,
“ Provost Marshal General Fry, it is said, has not setu
ally consented to completing the eurollment without the
negroes, but he has been informad of the circumstances,
and notified that the negross would ba laft out. The prac-
tical amount of the military foree involved s a0 trifling
that in this case il s probably sbout ss well to give the
old prejudices their way."

POWERS OF BOARDS OF ENROLLMENT.

The gquestion whether a Board of Enrollment's decision
in final in & cage of exemption hes been before Judge Can-
WALADER (At Philadelphin) ou o habeas corpus Learing,
The eomplaioant waa illegally drafted for wervioe; he, by
bis age, belonging to the seeond class of deafted men, who
eould not be ealled until the first clnes is exbinusted. The
Board of Eorollment decided that he was liable st that
time to draft, nnd plead that their decision was final, and
precluded exmwination by the legal tribunals. But the
conurt, on n hearing, decided that this was not a elsim of
exemption, but n question of fuct, nffecting the legnlity ol
the draft in his e o, and that was & proper subject for the
eourt to inquire into. This case shows the necessity of
gusrdiog stoietly the privilege of habeas corpus, Il the
court had reenived the plea of the Board ae n sufficient jus-
tifiestion of their net, nud one whieh shut out any further
inquiry, the man would have been compelled to serve,
though illegally drafted. Now he has an opportunity of
proving his sllegation, which, if trus, will release him from
service, to which be is not subjsot under the law. ‘[he
astion of the Government may impeded in some cases
by the habens corpur, but the attempte made to tempora
rily destroy or set naide thie grent privilege involve n groat
deal more danger to popular libarty than the freest sotion
of the babeas corpus eonld do harm to the Government.

they might differ us to the pmﬁorintr or the justics of en- |
ow their prejudices or pas.

gleep. at sl times, and in all plroes, and we vhould alwayn |

He |

other State, because the one tends directly to centraliza
tion of power in the General Government ani the other

Frog | 1ends to destroy the peace and harmony of the people;

| that we are opposed to the sesumption of any assumed
| powers by wny department of the Governmant as danger-
| ous tu the liberties of the people and contrary to the in-
| tent of the founders of lx Government ; that we are op
| posed to asy and all eflurts oo the part of the Administra-
| tion to continue the present deplorable eivil war for the
| purpose of subjugation or emancipation ; that we are o,
posed to the extension of martial law over States not in
rebellion ; that we are opposed to all interference by the
military sutborities with eivil elections—the substitution
of bayon=is for ballots ; and, finally, we sre opposed to sll
the enewmies of the Constitution and the Union, whether
they be foued in open rebellion at the South or insidivusly
ut work at the North.

Resolved, T'bat our present Goverament was formed b
& people which owed all-ginuce to several distinet an
suvercign Siates; that the people, desirous of reserving
certain righth to themselves and their immediste State Go
vernments, clearly defived in the Constitution the power
aod authority of the General Government, and express)

| * resorved to the States raspectively, or to the peaple * all

the puwera not delegated by the Constitution to the Gene-
ral Governmest : that cbediencs to the Constitution ia the
only true test of loyslty to the Government, aud sny wil-

| ful owiesion to eomply with or departure from its provi-

sions by avy dep rtment or «fiser of the Government,
whether in ttime of war or in time of pesce, under the
p'en of wilitary necessity, moral duty, or sny other mo-
dern name for treason or revolulion, is fraught with as
much danger to the Government and the rights and liber-
ties of the people as armed resistance to the laws or open
reb llion.

Resolved, That, as our Union is composed of indepen:
dent, sovereign States, no one of which has yet been wrest-
ed from the Uniim by fores of nrms, we look with abhor-
rence on the proposition of leading Republicans to proceed,
by the arma of the General Government, to thrust aoy
State out of jthe Union, under the pretence that by the re-
bellion of uny part or the whole of the citizens of any State
such Btate has ceased to be an integral part of our Union,

Resolved, That this Convention hail with joy the mani-
festations in North Carolins and in other States where in-
surrection prevails of a desire in the people to renew their
obligations to the Federal Conatitution snd to resume their
pe litieal relations as co-equal States of this Union; and
we arra gn the sttempt ol the radicals to insist on their
party plaiform as a condition of peace as revolutionary in
ita charscter, and tending not werely to prolong the war,
but to produce nuarchy and despotism.

Resoloed, That wheoever any State in arms against the

laws of the Government sball lay down its arms snd sub.
wit 1o the lnwe sod the constituted suthorities the la
thereol will be entitled to resume and enjoy all the righta
and privileges given by the Laws aod the Constitution to
eitizens of the reveral States,
_ Resolred, That we have sotire confidence in the patriot-
ism of the people aud in their determination voluntarily to
wiintaio io sufficient force the army of the United States ;
we therefore look npon the conseription aet passed by the
lnst Congress as unwise and needloss; we are opposed to
its provisions as barsh, oppressive, and unequal i their
aperation, aud ocountrary, ne wo be'ieve, to the Constitu.
tion; but, ever mindful that our Government exnnot exist
if individunl opinion be rubstituted for judicial decisiona,
we feel compolled to obey and counsel obediengs to the
act und wll neta of Congress until the competent judicinl
tribunale shail declare them ta he unconstitutional, or until
they have beon logally repealed. :

Resoloed, "Thut the soldiers fighting in the armies of onr
country shall receive our warmest sympathios and our
best efforia to susiain and protect their honor sand the glo-
ry of the flag they bear: but our sympathies would be but
Ihalr expressed _r:r them did we fail to censure the reck-
oas nnd improvident wanagement of the civil department
that directs them, ard the eruel delay and rnl’n:npl.h hold
out the olive bianch of peace to those erring States, by
which (his protencted aud oruel war may bo spoedily and
honorably endod.

Resolved, That the thanks of every liberty-loving, law-
ubidiog, sod honest mun throughnutrtlw lan,d lriomdllozo
the Hon. Horatio Beymonr, Governor of the State of New
York, who amid all the storms of fanaticiam and rage that
have swept over our nation, has stood up e the firm and
unflinehing supporter of the Union, the Constitution, and
the Inws, nnd the rights of the States ngainst Federal usar-
pations, and has so nobly vindieated aod defended the ma-
Jeaty and dignity of the people and State of New York.

[Resolved, That the doctrina of secession, aod the doo.
trines of its faithful ally of disunion, the abolition parly,
have produced this deplorable eivll war, are each entirely
inconwistent with our frame of governmont, tend inevita-
bly to sunrehy, and ars alike destruclive of the Union.

Resolved, That we sympathigs with the mothers and
duughters of Massachusetts, for the loss of those most dear
to them by the perils of battle and the wasting of disease
incurred in the ssrvies of the country, that we congratu.
lats nod honor them for the tender sympathios and ardent
zoal with which they heve Iahored to minister to the com-
furt of our soldiers in the field and to nuree them in the
hospital.  God will rewsrd them,

Kesolved, That we most earnestly desirs pence, on auch
terma ne wouid be eonsistent with the honor of our nation
and u:lur; " . :tmnnenl Uniﬂn u: ‘the States,

Resoleed we present to the le of the ¥
wenlth the candidatos whom we “p::p thin day muf;':l
aa worthy in every respect of their undivided support, and
eminently qualified for the respective offices for which
they were nominated, ;

On the oceasion of the August fete T.ouis Napolaon

For this reason it should be aneredly gunrded by the courts
and be sustained by the people.—L "

granted pardons to 1,396 conviets of different ontegorien,

ALLEGED RESTRAINT ON BRITISH COMMERCE

'!‘k‘mhh Goverument has recently caused to be pub-
lishe'l the correspoudence betweon its Department of For-
vigu Affairs and Mr. BEWARD, running over the period
embraced belween May 20tk, 1562, and July 18th of the
present year, aud baving reforenee to restrictions alleged
to have been placed upon British commerce between
Awmerican ports and thess islands. The following is a sum-
wary of it:

The wore important portion of the eone‘gomuu be-
gho in Beptember, 1562, in & note from the British repre-
n::htlya in this ?uantr,;: %: Sru ::.:. in -hni.;h“ be recites
t rievances of Great Britain LU
Gm:ﬂ:mﬂnt cannot acquiesce in the system of il&
with the legitimate trade of Great Brtain which be says
is now ‘rmuud by the United States suthorities in con-
travention of existing treaties aod internstional law.
These grievances are stated to be that British veasels,
lawfully trading between New York and the Babamas, sre
in some iostances refused
others, after baviog been regulsrly cleared, with full
knowledge by the United Btates authorities of the articles
on board, sre detained and mmhd.llilnru‘ulml
either 1o reland portions of Lheir eargoes, or to give
that no part of the cargo shall at any indefinite time be
used by the enemies of the United States. Mr. Stuart
nssorts, in continuation, that trade between Ureat Britain
and the United States—at least as to ports and places in
the undisturbed possession of the Uuited Btates—is not in
ﬂ degres affected by the state of war in whioh the Uni.

Btates are en ; and moreover that trade between
Great Britain and an enemy of the United States—the

tween the belligerent part be sficeted only in the
manner and to the extent prescribed by the international
law of blockade. And he concludea by saying that shi
nyanht!.ks those n;)dw subjcted :; mm.gm :
time of peace, could not be prohibi thout us
cause of complaint to Gm;tgrinin. especially while they
remain open to other nations, sud that such 8 course na-
sumes & state of quasi hostility to Great Britain on ase.
eount of geographical or other eircuinstances suppnsed to
g:lxh her up with the intcrests of the enemy of the United

latus.

‘I'o this protest Mr. SEWARD replies that therehas been
no violation of tresties or internstional law ; that by the
law of nations every Btate is sovereign over its own citi-

drew ducksod. and declare that * the Fedoral Goverument | ;o aud gtrangers within ite limita; that it has o right to
Kesolved, Thst our institutions are ssssiled by armed | miutain that sovereignty stseditiou and insurrection

by civil preventives or penalties or by armed force, and 1o
interdict such exportations from within ite own borders
as may supply traitors in arme againet. iteell with tbe
means of carrying on rebellion. 'I'hese rights he denies
bave ever be>n surrendered by :ﬂ treaty or convention,
or are prohibited by internat law. Admitting the
principle that our proceedings, regulations. and laws
should not diseriminate to the prejudice of Great Britan,
Mr. Beward shows that they have not so discriminated,
all of them I:Bin‘ with equal forea to American eitizens
and people of all other countries ; but that the difficulties
experienced by British traders is owiny to the peculiar
nature of their shipments and the position of the ports
with which they trade. The letter conoludes with an ss-
surance thatour Government will examine upon ita merite
any case or infringement upon British rights, and prompt'y
render the redress due, if the complaint is suatained.

Oa the 17th of December, 1862, Earl RUSSELL replies
to the arguments of Mr. SEWARD and reiterstes that
bas been & merious violation of treaty obligations by the
Uuited States, which violation bas been attempted to be
disguised under pretence of the right of domeatic legisla-
tion. He contends that it is not & case of domestio legia-
lation, but a stoppage of British goods in transitu from
Great Britain to lﬁa Bahamas, for causes not gmﬂul by
international law ; and insists that there had been an in.
vidious distinction made by the United States againat
Great Britain. ; ¥

In answer to this Mr. BEwWARD again responds disclaim-
ing the ebarge of invidious discrimination ; and the corre-
spondence closes with n note from Earl RUSSELL to Lord
Lyons, dated July 18th, in which be says his Govern-
ment has been dienppointed of its expectationa that ita
representaticus respecting the interference complained of
would be remedied ; and directing Lord LYONS to addresa
a fresh remonsteance on the subject to the United Stales
Government.

THE PETERHOFF'S CONDEMNATION.

FROM THE LONDON TIMES OF AUGUST 20,
The Testimony at the Late Trial at Croydon.
Mr. Beward will envy Mr. Bovill the opportunity he en-
Jjoyed in the Assizs Court of Croydon on Mouday last of
cross-examining the charterer of the Peterboff. Of course,
Mr, Seward kuows very well in a geperal way how these
matters are managed. Pecople like to back their opinions

P-| and to render their sympathies profitable; and they make

a purse, and they choose a swift sbip, and they stuff her
bold with gunpowder and quinine and other articles equally
contraband for their power to kill and their power to cure,
and then they get a desperate orew, a daring captain, and
a shrewd supercargo, snd away she goes to break the
blockade if she can, to get to Matamoras if she must, or
to land her combustibles at some conveniently prozimate
port if every other attempt fails. Mr. Seward knows all
this; but neitter he nor Mr. Adams has been able to get
at the details of these arrangements. Mr. Kahoweiler in
the witness-box would have told a much more interesting

did under that of Mr. Bovill, who confined himwelf, natu-
rally, to the case of bis own client—an individual who, ae
a brother blockade breaker, would not find his intereat in
unpecessary revelstions. Quite sufficient, however, came
out at Croydon to enable us to understand the transactiona
in which the Peterhoff has been concerned. * = *

Whatever lawyers and diplomatists may fiad to dispute
abeut in this matter of the Peterhoff, it seems avident to
us that there is no good eause for any popular indignation
about ber. The people who engage in these speculations
play a game in which the profits are enormous and the
risks well known. They who undertake such adventures
must act up to the maxim evouneed by the plaintiff in the
witness-bux at Croydon, and * never cry after spilt milk."”
It would be as reasonable for a man to set his wife down
st awhist table,and then, st the end of the rubber, to fiy at
the throat of the adversary who had won eight points of
ber, as it would be for us to look on while our merchanta
plsy this game of breaking blockade and then make a na-
tionnl quarrel about a eapture. The Dobson elase of
speculators do not inspire us with any sympathy, nor do
they stand in need of our commiseration. They nre gane-
rally mon with plenty of money, and with very shrewd
notions of the best way of laying it out to advantage.
Their political sympathies for the most part sit very loose-
ly upon them, nor are they inclined to examine very close-
ly from which belligerent side a good profit may bappen
to come. It is not at all aurprisiog that Judge Beits
should take a broad vigw of such transactions, and admin-
inter n little of that Lynch law whioh seema to have be-
come prevalent in New York, We shall soe what the Su-
preme Court will do; but we cannot say that we await
the result with nny grave alarm, or that we have read the
decision of Judge Betta with any very vehement indigna-
tion. The trial at Croydon eame opportunely ns n gloss
upon the Yankee judgment.

POSTAL CONSIRUCTION.

The information eonv-a_y:d in the following offi-
cial publioation will possess interest for the publie
generally : :

PosT OFFICE DEPARTMENT,

Appointment Office, Sepiember 8, 1563,
The publication of the following construction of the new
postal Inw in regard to the weight of packages which may
be sent free through the maila 1s deemed jmportant to the
public, and especially to persona conneeted with the seve-
ral Executive Departments and Bureaus at Washington :
The maximum weight of packages which may be sent
through the maila is limited to four pounds, except Con-
gressional documents and books published or purchased
by order of Congress, It waa nct the intention of the lxw
to prescribe & smaller limit to franked packages to or
from any of the Executive Departments or Bureaus, as
that would exclude from the mails & large portion of the
official correspoadence of the Government. :
The limitation of paokages to four ounces, in the 424
section of the law, waa intended to enlarge the priviloge of
membaers of Congress, theretofore limited to twse ounces ;
and the omission in the printed law of the words ' to Sana-
tors and Members of Congress," (as in the original bill, )
after the word ** granted,” in the last sentenss of that sec-
tion, leads to an erronecus construction of the tras intent
and menning of the law.
The Postmaster Gieneral, therefore, directs that all pack-
ages, otherwise entitled to go free, to and from the several
Executive Departments and Burenus st Washington, and
not exceediog four pounds in weight, be allowsd free trans-

mission through the maila.
ALEX. W. RANDALL,
First Asmintant Postmaster General

clearances at New York, and in

former preserving a striect neutrality or indifference be-
isa—can

story under the eross exnmination of Mr. Seward than he.




